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NEWSFLASH

Beste Eienaar

Dit kom alhoemeer voor dat melkhoutbome se toppe en veral die wat tussen huise en die gholfbaan
groei, plat gesny word vir beter uitsig.

Aangeheg is 'n dokument wat deur die Departement Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye versprei is ten
opsigte van beskermende bome.

Indien daar onsekerheid bestaan of 'n boom wat eienaars wil sny, 'n beskermende boom is, kan hulle
met die Landgoedbestuurder kontak vir raadgewing.

Dear Owner

It has become more prevalent that the tops of Milkwood trees are bemg cut off to enable a better
view, especially in between houses and the Golf Course

Attached is a document distributed by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries with
regards to protected trees.

If there is any doubt whether a tree an owner wants to cut, is a protected species or not; please
contact the Estate Manager for advice.

Cleon Steyl

Status Mark

On behalf of:

Environmental Sub Committee
Mossel Bay Golf Estate HOA

Copies to: Estate Manager
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THE NATIONAL FOREST ACT (NFA} (ACT NO 84 OF 1998) as amended : FORESTS/ PROTECTED TREES

Everyone has the constitutional right to have the environment protected for the benefit of present and future generations. Natural
forests form an important part of the environment and need to be conserved and developed according to the principles of sustainable
management.

The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) is responsible for all regulatory functions according to the NFA on State
Land as well as Non State Land. The NFA provides the strongest and most comprehensive legislation and mandate for the protection
of all natural forests in South Africa. It is a criminal offence for anyone to cut, disturb, damage or destroy a protected tree or any
indigenous, tree in a natural forest, or to remove or receive any such tree, except in terms of a license, which may be issued by DAFF
under certain conditions.

In September 2007, a Policy Guideline - : “Palicy principles and guidelines for control of development affecting natural forests®, was
finalised and approved by DAFF to 1) ensure the effective protection and sustainability of natural forests through proper control over
development and land use change affemmg forests in a co-operative manner, by publlc agencnes at all levels of government mandated
to exercise such control; 2) the eff pl ation of current envir 1 pertaining to development affecting natural
forests and associated acosystems and 3) to serve as the basis for co-operative decnsncn—maklng and ensure a uniform approach by
decision-makers to the control of development affecting forests. The principles and guidelines apply equally to all decislon-makers and

= all proponents of land use change or development, and to all circumstances where development affects natural forests. Decisions on

: the conlrol of any development affecting forests are taken in a co-operative manner, through proper consultation with the relevant

authorities at all levels of government with the mandate or jurisdiction relating to that particular development or forest. This document's
prescriptions are now meticulously impl d and enforce by DAFF.

According to Principle 3 3(a) of the NFA, “natural forests may not be destroyed save in exceptional circumstances where, in the opinion
of the Minister, a proposed new land use is preferable in terms of its economics; social or environmental benefits”. This prescribes that
no development affecting forests may be allowed unless “exceptional circumstances” can be proven. The term “exceptional
circumstance" indicates situations that are unusual or rare. It refers to capital projects of national and provincial strategic importance.
Where forests are affected by such projects, it must first be proven beyond doubt that these are in the strategic national or provincial
interest, and secondly that no feasible alternalive is available (such as an altemative site or route). if unavoidable, an off-set agreement
must be reached to compensate for the loss, and all feasible mitigation measures must be taken to minimise the impact. Urban
development does not constitute exceptional circumstances. The Act also states that forests must be managed so as to conserve
biological diversity, ecosystems and habitats.

Section 7 of the NFA provides for the prohibition of the destruction of indigenous frees in any natural farest without a license. Anyone
contravening this prohibiticn, is guilty of a second category offence, and can be sentenced to up to 2 years imprisonment, a fine, or
hoth. *Natural forest” -—— means a group of indigenous lrees whose crowns are largely contiguous or which have been declared by the
Minister to be a natural forest under section 7(2)

All types of indigenous forests such as Afromontane, mangrove, swamp and riverine forests are included. Westem Cape Milkwood
Forest (“coastal scrub forests™) occurs alt along the coastal areas of the Southern Cape and are characterised by dense tangles of
small trees, shrubs and undergrowth. Mountain forest species such as candlewood and saffron accurs in a stunted form. These forests
were declared in the list of National Forest Types as Natural Forests in terms of Section 7(3)(a) of the NFA, Government Notice No.
762, 18 July 2008 (National Forest Type VI3). This forest type is not only protected in terms of sections 3 and 7 of the NFA, but has
also been identified as an endangered ecosystem under the Biodiversity Act, which places an even greater obligation on DAFF to
invoke the forest protection provisions.

Protected trees such as Stinkwood (Ocotea bullata), Yellowwood (Podocarpus falcatus and P. latifolius), Assegai (Curtisia dentata),
Cheesewood (Pittosporurn viridiflorum) and Milkwaod (Sideroxylon inerme}, are protected under Section 15 of the NFA, which prohibits
the destructior of these trees without a license. “No persan may cut, damage, destroy or remove any protected tree; or collect, remove,
transport, export, purchase, sell donate or in any other manner acquire or dispose of any protected tree......."Anyone contravening this
prohibition, is guilty of a first category offence, and can be sentenced to up to 3 years imprisonment, or a fine, or both.

Keeping the above in mind, means that nobody is allowed to:

1) prune more than 25% of a tree or remove/destray a protected tree in their garderns without a license issued by DAFF (pruning up
to @ maximum of 25% of the crown, without mutifating the tree is exempted from a license - topping of tree crowns i.e. of trees
obstructing views or “table topping” of a tree is excluded from the exemption)

2) destroy a protected tree or indigenous forest to build a house or for any other kind of development ar

3) change land use if protected trees or indigenous forest is going to be destroyed etc. - without a license issued by DAFF.

Applications for a licence can be made to the DAFF Office in Knysna. A field inspection will be done by Forest Officers, after which a
license may be issued with specific conditions, complying with all DAFF's Palicy Principles and Guidelines for the pruning/cutting of
protected trees and farests. Licenses are free of charge. Contraventions can also be reported to this office.

For more information, assistance or if there is any doubt that the vegetation in question is protected, please feel free to contact the
DAFF Office in Knysna.

DAFF OFFICE KNYSNA: TEL 044-3026900 FAX 044-3825461
Contact details of Forest officers are as follows:

i Jeffrey Sass 0828865402 i sassj@dwaf.gov.za |
i_Melanie Koen 0828032361 | koenm@dwaf.gov.za i




NON-INVASIVE PLANTS FOR PRIVATE GARDEN
PLANTING

OBJECTIVE:

To eliminate the chance of alien vegetation invasion by providing
residents with guidelines for acceptable garden plant establishment.

Residents on the estate should be requested to use only non-invasive plants for
their private gardens. It would be an excellent policy to encourage residents to only
plant indigenous plants, and preferably locally indigenous species. This may,
however, meet with some opposition. It is thus suggested- that only trees
indigenous to the South Cape coastal area be permitted, but that any South African
indigenous shrubs, bulbs, flowers, climbers or reeds and grasses be permitted.
Residents should, however, be encouraged to plant local fynbos species.

Alien trees that should not be permitted, either because they are invasive in
natural vegetation, or because they will not “fit in” aesthetically at the estate
are as follows: (* indicates highly invasive species )

Acacia elata - peppertree wattle*
Acacia cyclops - rooikrans *

Acacia mearnsii - black wattle *

Acacia longifolia - long-leafed wattle *
Acacia saligna - Port Jackson wattle *
Acacia melanoxylon - blackwood *
Eucalyptus species (all) - gum trees *

Pinus species (all) - pine trees *

Schinus molle - pepper tree *

Schinus terebinthifolius - Brazilian pepper tree *
Quercus robur - English oak *

Psidium species (all) - guava *

Prosopis species (all) - mesquite *

Populus species (all) - poplars *

Pittisporum undulatum - Australian cheesewood
Paraserianthes lophantha - stink bean *

Nerium oleander - oleander *

Myoporum tenuifolium - manatoka *
Metrosideros excelsa - New Zealand bottlebrush *
Melia azedarach - syringa *

Ligustrum species (all) - privets *

Tamarix ramosissima - pink tamarisk *
Spartium junceum - Spanish broom *
Leucaena leucocephala - Australian myrtle
Jacaranda mimosifolia - jacaranda *
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Hakea species (all) - hakea *

Grevillea robusta - Australian silky oak *
Cystsus species (all) - broom *
Cottoneaster franchetti - cottoneaster *
Cinnamomum camphora - camphor tree
Casuarina species (all) - beefwood *
Caesalpinia decapetala - Mauritius thorn *
Ailanthus altissima - tree of Heaven *
Acacia dealbata - silver wattle
Acacia decurrens - green wattle
Acacia pycnantha - golden wattle
Acacia podalyriifolia - pearl acacia

Shrubs and herbaceous plants that should definitely not be planted are:

Pyracantha crenulata - Himalayan firethorn *
Pyracantha angustifolia - yellow fire thorn *
Robinia pseudoacacia - black locust

Ricinis communis - caster-oil plant *
Rubus species (all) - brambles *

Senna didymobottrya - peanut butter cassia
Sesbania punicea - red sesbania *
Solanum mauritianum - bugweed *

Lantana camara - lantana *
Hypericum perforatum - St John’s wort
Cestrum species (all) - inkberry

Opuntia species (all) - cacti

Harrisia species (all) - cacti

Echinopsis species (all) - cacti

Cereus species (all) - cacti

Agave species (all) - agave/sisal

Hedychium species (all) - ginger lilies

Cortaderia species (all) - pampas grass

Tithonia species (all) - Mexican sunflower
Passiflora species (all) - granadilla/passion flower

Locally indigenous tree and shrub species that are particularly well suited to
conditions in the estate area are:

Grewia occidentalis - kruisbessie / cross-berry

Rhus laevigata - duinetaaibos / dune currant
Pterocelastrus tricuspidatus - candlewood / kershout

Rhus lucida - blink taaibos / glossy currant
Tarchonanthus camphoratus - wildekanferbos / wild camphor bush
Diospyros dichrophyila - gewone sterappel / common star apple

keurboom / blossom tree
bosnoemnoem / forest num-num

Virgilia oroboides
Carissa bispinosa
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witoelienhout / false olive
blinkblaar / dogwood
witmelkhout / white milkwood
soetdoring / sweet thorn

Buddleja saligna
Rhamnus prinoides
Sideroxylon inerme
Acacia karoo

Gymnosporia buxifolia - common spike thorn

Olea europaea var africana - olienhout / wild olive
Chrysanthemoides monolifera - bietou / bush-tick berry
Osyris compressa - pruimbas / Cape sumach
Salvia africana lutea - geelblomsalie / dune salvia
Senecio angulatus - canary creeper

Polygala myrtifolia - septemberbossie
Leonotis leonurus - wildedagga / wild dagga
Ochna serrulata - rooihoutbos / plane bush
Salvia africana lutea - geelblomsalie /dune salvia
Senecio angulatus - canary creeper

Polygala myrtifolia - septemberbossie
Leonotis leonurus - wildedagga / wild dagga
Protea neriifolia - black-bearded protea
Leucadendron salignum - geelbos / sunshine protea
Sutherlandia michrophylla - kankerbos / cancer bush

The acquisition of indigenous bulb plants, dwarf shrubs, ground covers, creepers,
annuals and flowering shrubs will depend on the availability of these plants at local
nurseries in Mossel Bay and George and are thus not be specifically listed here.

Residents should be given copies of these planting guidelines prior to the
commencement of construction, so that the can begin to plan garden landscaping
in advance.

THE TREATMENT OF ENRICHED WATER

The use of enriched Seéwerage water for watering greens, tee off points and
fairways on the golf course does pose something of a problem for the conservation
areas. The natural fynbos in the area is adapted to the relatively nutrient-poor soils
derived from underlying sandstone and conglomerate rocks. Nutrient-enriched
water will thus dramatically affect these plants if there is any excess runoff into
natural veld, from the watered areas of the golf course.

Careful planning of the irrigation system should eliminate the problem, but if there
are any areas where excess runoff of enriched water may occur, then the use of a
system of small wetland ponds is suggested. The vegetation in these ponds take
up the nutrients in the water, which is eventually “clean” when it exits the last pond.
This method can be used for the treatment of excess runoff water on the estate.
(See Figure 5).
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